Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, October 12, 2024, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Mary Jo Reiter,  Rachelle Fletcher,  Bill Sebright, Mike Reiter, Roberta Reiter, Mike Wolfe, John Odynski, Virginia Odynski, Wally Parker, Larry Bowen, Tracy Strong, Shelah Riggins, Frank Hollingshead, Warren Strong, Bill Phipps, Rick Osterback, Judy Gross, Troy Phipps, Ellen Standen, Marie Morrill and Tom Costigan. 


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Robert Fischbach sent 3 pictures of his grandfather's mail wagon and car. He said that during Prohibition liquor may have been delivered with the mail! 2) A request was made for information  on 502 South Main. It was Frazer's Garage for many years. The Brodrick brothers had a service station there in the 1960s. 3) Sorry to report that Jack Lewis passed away this week. Here is a link to his obituary: https://www.lauerfuneral.com/obituary/jack-lewis?lud=1EB374782F1EC743D8D88CD2DD0EC703  4) We loaned 2 scrapbooks, a picture, and a box of memorabilia for the Band Boosters breakfast honoring the memory of Ken Fisher. Craig Olson returned all of it plus another scrapbook! 5) Sue Kelsch said that the Settlers Association will give the CDPHS $2000 for the Eagle cover. Nothing official has happened.


Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.
            Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by email: The main checking account ended the month at $8,100.18. Total deposits were $1,407.00. Two checks were written, one for $135.00 to Prettymans Septic and one for $160.00 to Jeff Lilly. There is one check to the Deer Park School District for $4,605.00 which has not cleared yet. The web hosting account ended the month at $1,252.41 with a monthly withdrawal of $21.61.  The Brickyard Day account is $3,230.13. The Eagle fund account is -$7,130.08. 

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported by email: 1) Issue #8 – Letters/Brickbats has been uploaded to the website. It can be downloaded here:

https://cdphs.org/lettersbrickbats---newsletters.html.  2) As a reminder, all 165 issues of our

past publication, The Mortarboard, are archived and available online. They can be found

here: https://cdphs.org/mortarboard-newsletters.html.

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported by email that: 1) We had 1,900 views on Facebook. We received another payment from subscribers for $1.53. 2) The GoFundMe account is at $140. It should be transferred to our account this week. 3) I should be able to get started on the past and present videos this next week. 4) I'll be at the next meeting. Soccer is ending. 

Letters/Brickbats Editor Wally Lee Parker reports:  1) Members attending today’s meeting will have access to a limited number of print copies of issue #8 of the Society’s new newsletter.  This issue has been available on the website for several weeks now.  2) My hope was to present a print copy of the first volume of Collected Newsletters in this enlarged format at today’s meeting – said volume to include issues #1 through #9 – but a delay in finalizing the last newsletter to be included in this archival volume pushed the book’s release back until at least next month.  

3) Issue #9 will likely be posted online in the next several weeks.  It will include research related to the terracotta objects recently donated to the Society by Phillip Leliefeld, and a piece regarding the first object created by Leno Prestini as a new employee of Clayton’s terracotta factory.    
             Mike Reiter reported: 1) Mike met a couple whose grandfather is Christiansen who worked at the Clayton Brickyard. They hope to bring out a scrapbook and talk about their relatives. The Welches who lived by Zimmerer's on Enoch Road are related to the Christiansens. 2) The Band Booster breakfast was a success. They cleared $2,000. Mike showed a picture of Rob Coe as the drum major. Rob was a fighter pilot in the USAF after high school. 3) Mike showed a picture of the mill when his Grandfather Henry Kaiser worked. He also has a picture of Henry. 4) Mike showed a short video of the automation at Dick Ziehnert's dairy in Elk. All were amazed how a cow can come in, get her udder cleaned and be milked without a human touching her.
Ellen Standen asked if any buildings are on the Washington or National Registry of Historic Places. We don't know of any. Let Bill know if this is wrong.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 9, 2024, at 10:00 AM at our building. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM.


Minutes submitted by Tracy Strong, Secretary. 

