Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, April 13, 2024, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, John Odynski, Virginia Odynski, Bill Phipps, Shauneen  Flugel, Collin Flugel, Hazel Flugel,  Warren Strong, Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher,  Wally Parker, Rick Osterback,  Rick Brodrick, C. Elmgren Burris, Larry Bowen, Kirk Carlson, Mike Reiter, Damon Smathers, Dan Stansbury, Leo Zimmerer, Andrea Evans-Davis, Shelah Riggins, Frank Hollingshead, Matt Sanchez, Laurel Roberg and Lindsay Westerman. 


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Northeast Washington Genealogical Society is having a DNA seminar at the LDS Church in Colville, September 21. It's free, but you need to sign up at the NeWGS website. 2) Bill talked to Steve Howard. Steve said that the Stag Head would be moved to a more protective place on school property.  Marny Burdega and Sharon Huffman Borgford, representing the Class of 1964, want to pay for the moving of the Stag Head. Deron Schroeder will talk to Superintendent Alexa Allman. Marny will talk to Kim Hegre Stevens, 1958 DPHS Class President about the history of the Stag Head. 3) Flo Moore donated a bag full of supplements to the DP Tribune. There were many that we didn't have. There also was a circa 1900 panorama view of  Wild Rose Prairie. 4) He will be attending the THN (The Heritage Network) meeting in Colville Monday. 5) He is hoping more people write their family history like Carolyn Knapp-Nelson did. He is working (slowly) on his family history.

Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.
            Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported: The main checking account ended the month at $19,578.09 there were deposits of $60.00. One check was written to Mike Reiter for $99.41 for picture frames. The web hosting account ended the month at $1,382.96 with a withdrawal of $17.25.  The Brickyard Day account is $1,894.42. The Eagle fund account is $9,154.65. 


Society Secretary Tracy Strong: No report.

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported: There are no new updates to the website for this month. We did make 2 backup copies of Pete Coffin's CDPHS external hard drive. One copy is with our Webmaster (Damon Smathers), the other copy is with our editor (Wally Lee Parker). There is well over 500gb worth of documents and photos on his hard drive so it is great to officially have redundant backups. We will leave the original hard drive at the CDPHS building for members to do research. We also have multiple CD's and thumb drives that include additional documents and photos. The plan is to get these backed up as soon as possible. 

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported: 1) In the last month we reached 6,400 people and 975 followers. 2) We are officially able to monetize but just need to add banking information. Also we are ready to start the monthly subscription at $.99 a month. 3) I will follow up with the classes that want to visit this spring. 4) I started a new feature, “Then and Now.” It has been very popular. 

Letters/Brickbats editor Wally Lee Parker reports: Issue #4 of the Letters/Brickbats newsletter is out for proofing.  I expect a corrected version will be uploaded to the web toward the middle of next week.  If all goes well, a free print version of #4 should be available to those attending the Society’s May meeting. 
             Mike Reiter reported: 1) He is still looking for a photo of George Crawford for our “Wall of Pioneers”. He plans to mail the article Wally has been working on to the Morristown Minnesota Historical Society with the hope that they can help us out. George Crawford came to Deer Park from Morristown and returned after about three years and is buried there.
2) An article in a 90’s Tribune supplement sparked Wally’s and his interest to do some more research. In the article, Herb Reiter (Mike’s great uncle) relayed a story that his father Alois had told him. A man named Sebastian Bacher came from Austria with Alois. They homesteaded adjacent properties north of Deer Park. According to the story, Sebastian used to hop a ride on the train to ride to Deer Park. At one time, either hopping on or hopping off, things went bad and Sebastian was run over and killed by the train. As the story goes, he was the first person buried in the Kelly (Catholic) cemetery. Mike went to the cemetery and found his headstone, but no dates were on it. With his research, he was able to find the date as October 17, 1898. Wally dug deeper, finding naturalization documents and land grant certificates. Mystery still to be solved, the details about the accident and was Sebastian really the first person buried in the Kelly cemetery. He hopes more will be available to report next month.

Shel Riggins volunteered to look into grants for covering the Eagle and building a museum building. He will also help Shauneen with our Facebook page.

Bill Phipps brought 3 items from the 100th birthday party for Archie Swope.

Dan Stansbury bought a folder of Deer Park and Clayton pictures that he got when he was in Nancy Fisher's Journalism class.


Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 11, 2024, at 10:00 AM at our building. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:57 AM.


Minutes submitted by Bill Sebright, acting secretary. 

