Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, September 9, 2023, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Dan Stansbury, Christina Burris, Tom Costigan, Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher, Becky Kennard, Leo Zimmerer, John Odynski, Virginia Odynski,  and Shauneen Flugel.


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Becky Kennard is assisting in getting information out to Deer Park and surrounding communities about an opportunity to have the Dragoon Lake property become acquired by the Spokane County Conservation Futures program. Such an acquisition would allow the 101 acres to be in the public domain as a low-impact recreational/nature area for perpetuity. It is a very time-limited option, and it requires public support to make it happen. More below. 2) He received an email from Susan Stewart Rumble saying she will bring the Leno Prestini items over September 27. 3) He received a call from Erica Minton looking for information on the old Sherman farm on HWY 395 a little south of the Spokane County line. It is by the old Crosswinds Airport. There is an old hangar on the farm. It was also owned by Cecil Tobeck.
Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.


Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by text: 1) The main checking account ended the month at $20,033.58. Total deposits were $1,224. One check was written for BYD flyer printing, $672.29. The web hosting account ended the month at $795.85 with a $17.25 withdrawal for web hosting.  The Brickyard Day account is $1,286.42. The Eagle fund account, $8,934.65 (Mike Wolfe donated $15 from “donut donations”).

Society Secretary Tracy Strong reported by email that: 1) She saw an interesting historical plaque in Folsom, California. Another idea for plaques for historical businesses. 

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported by email: 1) Three new photos have been added to the website under the Fred Reynolds Family (Williams Valley) section. They can be seen here: https://cdphs.org/reynolds.html. This includes a photo of Fred Reynolds and his newlywed Laura (Erickson) Reynolds in the late 30s. 2) Our Genealogy spreadsheet is around 80% complete. This spreadsheet will allow people to search for their family members within our collection of Newsletters. It is best to search via the 'last name' of your family. We will post an update with instructions on how to use it. We hope to have this posted to the website as early as next month. 3) We had 23 new visitors to the website this month, as well as an average of 50 views per week. 

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported: 1) We are working towards monetization on Facebook. 2) We have 436 followers and reached 6,600 people. We almost reached our goal of 1,000 reel views, 917. 3) Shauneen and Tracy are working on having Arcadia classes coming to our building for tours.


Mike Reiter reported by email: 1) Mike and Roberta are celebrating “Drive Your Studebaker Day” by joining the Studebaker club driving to Sprague Days.  2) Wyatt's crane is still up north. He is trying to check things off of his list. He will get to the Eagle as soon as he can.  3) He is working on doing a video and story about Deer Park acquiring the property to expand Mix Park when Mike Wolfe was mayor. It wouldn't have happened without Mayor Mike's effort. 


Becky Kennard made an interesting and informative presentation on the purchase of the old mill site by the Spokane County Conservation Futures program. She answered many questions. Shauneen will make a link between our Facebook account and her group's account. Christina Burris will help Tracy and Bill write a letter from the Society showing our support. We encourage all to write letters to help save the old mill area from development. It will be a great place to go for walks and see many kinds of birds and other peaceful forms of nature.

A big “Thank you” to Chuck Lyons, Dan Stansbury, Leo Zimmerer,  Mike Wolfe, Tom Costigan and Mike Reiter for helping with our Clayton Fair display. It was really good to have Chuck Lyons and his rope making display next to the CDPHS display. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 14, 2023, at 10:00 AM at our building. 


Meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM.


Minutes submitted by Bill Sebright, acting Secretary. 

