Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, August 12, 2023, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Dan Stansbury, Chuck Lyons,  Tom Costigan, Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher, Don Berger, Kirk Carlson, Andrea Evans-Davis, Damon Smathers, Tracy Strong, Leo Zimmerer, Bill Phipps, Marie Morrill, Peggy Stringer, Dee Kennedy and Shauneen Flugel.


Thanks to Mike Wolfe for bringing treats and making coffee before he headed to Colville for a reunion.


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 9:59 AM.  He reported that: 1) He received an email from Zeke Yewdall asking about the tungsten mines of Blue Grouse Mountain. He had read a 2013 Pete Coffin article in a Mortarboard.              2) Carolyn Knapp-Nelson dropped off a disk of a 1905 map of Spokane County. I will send a copy to any who wants one. 3) Rick Osterback gave us a folder of pictures and information about Buckeye, Washington. He scanned them and will return them to Rick Tuesday. Everyone enjoyed the material.
Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President


Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by text: 1) The main checking account ended the month at $19,481.87. Total deposits were $144. The web hosting account ended the month at $813.10 with a $1725 withdrawal for web hosting.  The Brickyard Day account is $1,487.50. The Eagle fund account, $8,919.65.


Society Secretary Tracy Strong reported that: 1) She is still working on finding  good printable maps of Deer Park.


Webmaster Damon Smathers reported: 1) A previously unseen photograph of Deer Park, given to us by Jesse Klemish, has been added to the website.  It can be seen here, about halfway down the page: https://cdphs.org/deer-park-1.html.  This photo features the Kelly house in its original location at Main and Crawford. It also shows a group of people nicely dressed in the background near the O.F. Kelly building.  It is believed they could be waiting for a train, but we cannot verify this.  There is no official date on this photo. We estimate anywhere between 1910-1920.  2) We also found a photograph of Fred Reynolds, long time Deer Park resident and businessman, standing next to his Allis-Chalmers Dealership (where Sculley's main repair facility is at).  This photo shows a mid 1950's Allis Chalmers tractor parked out front, along with Fred Reynolds and his brother, Ike Reynolds.  The photo is dated August 1956. We also have several more photographs of the Fred Reynolds family that will be added to the website.  They can be seen here: https://cdphs.org/reynolds.html

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported: 1) We had 21 new

 followers bringing  it to a total of 361. We reached 3,200 people in the last 28 days.  The

 Clayton pictures were a good advertisement for Brickyard Day. 2) She is working on having small groups of Deer Park School District students touring our building. 3) She would like to have members who have Facebook accounts to suggest to friends to “like” our Facebook page. If enough people like the CDPHS it would be possible for us to make money.

Mike Reiter reported by email: 1) He is vacationing in Montana. He will ask Wyatt Zimmerer about a date for covering the Eagle when he gets home. Dan Stansbury and Leo Zimmerer said that we are on his list for before winter. Wyatt is really busy. 

Thank you to Mark Wagner for helping set up our booth at Mix Park for Settlers. Thank you to Judy Gross and Bill Phipps for taking care of the booth all day. And thank you to Mike Wolfe, Judy Gross, Tom Costigan and Mark Wagner for taking down our display. We had many, many people come by. Again the DPHS Annuals were greatly appreciated.  


Brickyard Day went well. We had more people this year. We had vendors for the first time. We think this helped get people there and kept them around longer. Our display wasn't as effective this year. Bill didn't spend a lot of time at the booth and there was no one else to be there. 


We will be setting up for the Clayton Fair Thursday, August 24 at 1 PM. Please sign up for a time Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. We will be there 10 to 4 Friday and Saturday, 10 to 3 Sunday.


Don Berger was at the meeting. 

He told several stories about living in the area all of his life. That attached picture is of John and Babe Sicilia with Don and their dump trucks. 


Don told us that John and Teresa Sicilia once owned the J and J Tavern on Main St. in Deer Park.


Don also drove milk truck for Fred Reynolds.

Don lives near the corner of Grove and Bridges Roads. It's the farm north of where Al, Irene and Ann Nilsson once lived. Don bought his farm from John David. There are now 4 generations of Bergers living there.


Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, September 9, 2023, at 10:00 AM at our building. 


Meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM.


Minutes submitted by Tracy Strong, Society Secretary. 

