Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, November 11, 2023, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Kirk Carlson, Virginia Odynski, John Odynski, Rick Osterback, Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, Bill Phipps, Mary Jo Reiter, Judy Forbes, Jan Kroll, Leslie Romano, Marie Morrill,  Shel Riggins, Frank Hollingshead, Larry Bowen, Wally Parker, Roberta Reiter and Mike Reiter.


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Kate Stanford called and asked if we have any Prestini prints for sale. Her father knew Leno Prestini. I let her know she could see many of his paintings on our Website. 2) Becky Kennard sent us a thank you letter and a $100 check. Both Spokane County and the City of Deer Park rejected the Friends of Dragoon Lake Nature Preserve plan. She had trouble getting the DP City Council to understand all aspects of their plan. The County ranks it lower on their list than more populated areas. 3) Robert Fischbach sent a 1912 statement from the Inland Brewing & Malting Co. It was made out to C. F. Huffman, who was the Clayton mail carrier for many years. It was for $3.35, but it didn't say what it was for. He also sent two pictures of paintings by Leno Prestini, one of his studio and the other of  one of his fireplaces. 4) John Scholz donated a 1926 Deer Park High School diploma. It belonged to Bernadine Coe, sister of Harvey and Lee Coe.


Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.


Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by text: 1) The main checking account ended the month at $18,960.50. There were deposits of $800.  Two checks written were $172 to Southern Stevens County Times and $135  to Prettymans. The web hosting account ended the month at $1,511.35 with a $17.25 withdrawal for web hosting.  The Brickyard Day account is $1,894.42. The Eagle fund account, $8,934.65.


Society Secretary Tracy Strong reported by text 1) That she has a design ready to talk about at the December meeting for historical markers. 

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported by email:  We have a new  Mortarboard index  available that you can find on the front page of the website. This index was completed with the help of the Northeast Washington Genealogical Society.  It is primarily organized by "last names" of individuals who have lived in the area, but you can also search for more specific entries such as an event that took place, or a specific location.  We have more detailed instructions on the website on how best to use it.  There are over 4,000 entries so far and we plan to release more detailed entries in the future. Please email Damon with any questions or comments: damonsmathers@gmail.com

We are also now posting our meeting minutes each month on the website (these were previously published at the end of each Mortarboard publication). The minutes can be found here: https://cdphs.org/meeting-minutes.html.  

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported by email: 1) We had lots of comments and engagement with our focus on Leno Prestini this month. The newly discovered painting alone reached about 3,500 people. We have 658 followers and are still working towards 1,000.  


Publication Editor Rachelle Fletcher reported: No report.

Mike Reiter reported: 1) That he has heard nothing new from Wyatt Zimmerer about covering the Eagle before winter. Several different kinds of temporary coverings were discussed.


Wally Parker reported: That Damon Smathers and he have been considering  writing a new version of Wally's Letters, Email, Bouquets & Brickbats. Wally, Damon and others would contribute to this. It will be shorter than the Mortarboard and have a simpler format. All seemed to like the idea. Wally handed out an example.


Marie Morrill shared an Elk Sentinel that had an article about Deer Park. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, December 9, 2023, at 10:00 AM at our building. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 AM.

Minutes submitted by Bill Sebright, acting Society Secretary. 

