Clayton/ Deer Park Historical Society Minutes, October 14, 2023, at 316 East Crawford on A Street, Deer Park (Margaret and East A Street)


In attendance: Dan Stansbury, Shauneen Flugel, Hazel Flugel, Christina Burris, Tom Costigan, Bill Sebright, Mike Wolfe, Bill Phipps, Mary Jo Reiter, Rachelle Fletcher, Debbie Freeman, Don Berger, Larry Bowen, Wally Parker, Roberta Reiter and Mike Reiter.


Society President Bill Sebright called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  He reported that: 1) Christina Burris did a great job of writing a letter for the Society supporting getting the old mill site on the Spokane County Conservation Futures program 2) On September 26 Claudia Sobczuk dropped off a folder about the history of  St. Mary's Presentation Catholic Church. All of it has been scanned. Let me know if you would like to have this information. 3) Sue Richart, Treasurer of the Stevens County Historical Society found a reference from Stevens County Commissioners Minutes to “Big Rock” near Glen Grove and Swenson Roads. Does anyone know of such an area? 4) Jesse Klemish dropped off plans, etc. for Crosswinds Airport and an early nicely framed picture of Main and Crawford. 5) John Scholz is giving the Society a 1926 DPHS diploma and some Loon Lake pictures. We should have them by the next meeting.

Mike Reiter invited Debbie Freeman to the meeting. She has owned the Olson Hotel for a year and a half. She told us of her plans and answered questions. She said the main floor of the building will be fully occupied with restaurants and shops by the end of the year. The upper stories will take much, much longer. There will have to be 2 stairways and an elevator added, besides many other improvements. She gave us a lot of information in a short amount of time. Thank you Debbie!

Society Vice President- No one has stepped forward to become Vice President.


Society Treasurer Mark Wagner reported by text: 1) The main checking account ended the month at $18,467.50. Total deposits were $15.  Checks written were $81 to Southern Stevens County Times and $750 for the Ty Lim memorial. $750 was transferred to the web hosting account. The web hosting account ended the month at $1,528.60 with a $17.25 withdrawal for web hosting.  The Brickyard Day account is $1,894.42. The Eagle fund account, $8,934.65.


Society Secretary Tracy Strong reported:  No report. 

Webmaster Damon Smathers reported by email:  We had 56 unique visitors to the website this month, as well as an average of 20-25 views per week.  This number has been steadily increasing which is nice to see.  I think our Facebook page is increasing interest in the Society.  We did not make any updates or changes to the website this month. 

Facebook Page Administrator Shauneen Flugel reported: 1) We still need to reach 1000 followers to monetize.  We have 606 followers and reached 1,700 people. 2) Shauneen reached out to the schools about mini history field trips and it was passed on to the teachers at the middle school. She'll update us if they get back to her.  She put another display case in the corner. If it's OK she would like to get more things put on the wall and in the display cases to get ready if the students do come this fall. She can't remember who but someone (Tracy?) offered to help with the decorating/curating. If anyone would want to help she would love it. Bill said he would help.

Publication Editor Rachelle Fletcher reported: No report.

Susan Stewart Rumble delivered 2 Leno Prestini tiles and 4 figurines given to her family by Leno. You can see Leno's “signature” in the corner of one. There is a “P” with an “L” and cross on the leg of the “P.”

Mike Reiter reported: 1) Mike took a picture of a Leno Prestini painting that was supposedly taken from a 1907 photo. It has never been seen by any of us before!

Dan Stansbury reported that Wyatt Zimmerer is still planning on getting the Eagle covered before winter.

Mary Jo Reiter brought a deed for their property from 1896. It was  for 160 acres for $293.60.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 9, 2023, at 10:00 AM at our building. 


Meeting adjourned at 11:20 AM.


Minutes submitted by Bill Sebright, acting Society Secretary. 

